


































Living with Urban Foxes 
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Advisory booklet produced by Bristol City Council and adopted by the CIEH 

Are you troubled by foxes? 

Fox.es 

Foxes in an urban area can cause a range of reactions amongst residents; some loathe them, others love 
them. 

The aim of this booklet is to explain the types of problems that can be caused by urban foxes; put the 
extent of the problem into perspective; and give some practical advice on how to alleviate or possibly 
eliminate any such problems. You can then decide on how much time and energy you wish to invest 
relative to the scale of the problem. 

Most technical information about urban foxes has been provided by Professor Stephen Harris of the 
University of Bristol, where most of his research has been carried out on urban foxes. 

The history of urban foxes 

Foxes first colonised our cities in the 1930s. At that time, land was cheap and large areas of semi
detached suburbs were built in the period leading up to World War II. This low density housing, ,vith 
relatively large gardens, provided an ideal habitat for foxes and they quickly increased in numbers. 
From these new suburbs, foxes then colonised other, less favourable urban areas. 

Most cities in southern England also have urban foxes, as do a few cities further north. For most 
towns and cities the fox population reached its carrying capacity (ie: the maximum number of animals 
the habitat will sustain) many years ago and contrary to popular belief, the population is stable, ,vith no 
significant increases or decreases. There are only a few cities where fox numbers are probably still 
increasing and these are ones that have only recently been colonised. 

Are urban foxes different from rural foxes? 

No. Not only are they the same species, they are very often the same animals. Contrary to popular 
belief, urban foxes are no less healthy, smaller, more mangy (see section entitled "Do urban foxes get 
mange?") or any less fit than rural foxes. 

Can local authorities control foxes ? 

Controlling urban foxes is difficult, expensive and never successful. In the past, a number of local 
authorities tried this, particularly in London but most have now given up any form of fox control. The 
problem is that foxes have been in urban areas for so long that they have reached a state of equilibrium 
and regulate the size of their own population. A large proportion of the foxes do not breed each year 
and litter sizes (average just under five) are comparatively small. 

The moment you increase the mortality rate, the foxes compensate by increasing the number of vixens 
that breed. So you do not reduce the number of foxes in the area. \'(!hat you do achieve, however, is a 
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1. Summary

CRC Draft Budgets 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20. 

1.1 The report sets out the draft Community Resources Committee Budget for 
2017 /18 and the projected budgets for 2018/19 and 2019/20. The current 
2016/17 budget is also included for comparison (Appendix 1). 

1.2 The Earmarked Reserves (EMR) that relate to this Committee are included as 
Appendix 2. 

1.3 Due to the changes brought about by the Localisation of Council Tax Support 
and the loss of the grant to offset these changes the overall Council Budget 
for 2015/16 was set to produce a 3% increase in Band D Council Tax with a 
1 % increase over the following 2 years. This has enabled the Council to grow 
its way out of the loss of £147,000pa. The full Council budget has therefore 
been prepared to reflect a 1 % increase in Band D for the next 3 years. 

2. Recommendations
The Committee is RECOMMENDED to:
(1) Comment upon the draft Committee budget for 2017/18 and the

projected budgets for 2018/19 and 2019/20 and recommend its
proposals to the Policy and Finance Committee.

(2) Subject to budget approval, extend the part time Collection Deposit
Officer for a further two years, from 1st April 2017, and to seek a
Supplementary Estimate for funding the contract gap for the COO post
from 1st January 2017 to 31st March 2017

(3) Back the creation of a fixed-term part time post to allow greater support
for events and events publicity in the Events Team whilst creating
capacity for the Policy and Finance marketing initiatives.

(4) Note the Committee's Earmarked Reserve position.

3. Background
3.1 Attached as Appendix 1 to this report is the draft budget for this Committee for 

2017 /18. The proposed Council Precept, Band D figure and General Reserves 
Balance at the beginning of the year are included for information on the 
Summary page in Appendix 1. Other than for allotments the budgets do not 
include recharges from Manor House Buildings, Central Support Services and 
A Team. 

3.2 To support the Committees understanding of the budgets the EMR that relate 
to this Committee are included as Appendix 2. 

3.3 The Summary page shows that overall the proposed Community Resources 
Committee budget decreases by 0.26%. 


























