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Minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee held on Monday 13 March 2023 at 
6.30 pm. 

Present: 

Councillor Dr Walsh KStJ – Chair 
Councillor Blanchard-Cooper 
Councillor Chace 
Councillor Long 
Councillor Tandy 
Councillor Butcher attended as a substitute for Councillor Northeast. 
 

2022 to 2023 

40. Evacuation Procedures 

The evacuation procedures were noted. 

41. Filming of Council Meetings, Use of Social Media and Mobile Phones 

The procedures were noted. 

42. Apologies 

There were apologies from Councillor Northeast. 

43. Declarations of Interest 

Members and Officers were reminded to make any declarations of 
disclosable pecuniary or personal and or prejudicial interests that they might 
have in relation to items on the agenda. The standing declarations were 
noted and no further declarations were made at this point. 

44. Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19 December 2022, previously 
circulated, were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
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45. Chair’s Report and Urgent Items 

There were none. 

46. Public Forum 

There were no members of the public present.  

47. Officer Reports 

47.1. Littlehampton Harbour Update  

Councillor Dr Walsh KStJ declared a personal interest in the following matter 
as a member of the Littlehampton Harbour Board. 

Cllr Chase declared a personal interest in the following matter as a District 
Councillor appointee to the Littlehampton Harbour Advisory Body. 

The Committee had before it, previously circulated, an update from the 
Harbour Board regarding future work to the damaged West Beach groyne. It 
was noted that the Harbour Board were seeking grant funding for the repairs 
from DEFRA and a Marine Licence to carry out the work. The Town Council 
had sent letters to support both requests.  

It was Resolved that: 

The update be noted. 

47.2. Town Centre  

47.2.1.The Committee received a report, previously circulated, updating Members on 
a number of matters relating to the Town Centre and a wide-ranging 
discussion ensued.  Regarding the Littlehampton Trader’s Partnership, traders 
supported a proposal to form a Town Centre Trader’s Forum, run by the Town 
Council, should the partnership decide to dissolve itself at a meeting on 14 
March 2023.  The linkages with the successful award of funds from the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund was noted.  This would enable work to be undertaken 
to develop the Trader’s arrangements into an effective body, in line with the 
Town Centre Strategy. 

47.2.2.In response to a question, the Town Clerk explained that there were very 
limited options available to the Town Council in terms of spending this 
funding.  In addition to a very tight timetable, there were very prohibitive 
parameters surrounding expenditure.  The Town Centre Strategy had been 
used to attract these funds, with the assistance of colleagues at the District 
Council. 

47.2.3.The arrangements for proposed to agree the Summer Town Centre events 
programme and the launch of the Public Realm were approved as set out in 
the report. A shop window competition, as set out in the report, was agreed to 
align with the King’s Coronation. There was discussion regarding whether the 
awards should be made to the business members or to their nominated 



charity.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would consult Traders at their 
meeting on 14 March 2023 and proceed in accordance with their wishes. 
It was therefore Resolved that: 

1. The proposals to agree the Public Realm Launch and Summer events 
programme as set out in paragraphs 3.3. to 3.4. of the report be 
approved. 

2.  That a Coronation window competition be held for traders, and that the 
prizes, at £175 in total, be funded from the Town Centre Initiatives 
EMR, with the traders to agree whether the prizes should go to charity 
or not. 

3. That the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 

47.3. Disposal of Street Furniture 

47.3.1.  The Committee received an update, previously circulated, regarding the 
disposal of the street furniture that had been re-used following removal from 
the High Street during the Public Realm Improvement works.  

It was therefore Resolved that: 
The remaining street furniture be retained for a further year and then 
disposed of and that the report be otherwise be noted. 

48.4. Artswork Fibreglass Eggs 

48.4.1. The Committee received an update, previously circulated, setting out the 
arrangements regarding custody of the four the remaining Artswork Fibreglass 
Eggs.                                                                                                                           

It was Resolved that: 
The Update be noted. 

49. Finance 

49.1. Committee Budget Monitor 

  Members received a report highlighting significant variances from budget in 
Income and Expenditure relating to the Policy and Finance Committee 
budget for 2022 to 2023.  

It was Resolved that: 
The contents of the report be noted. 

49.2. Annual Investment Strategy 

 The Committee received a report, previously circulated, which proposed the 
Strategy for 2023 to 2024.  Responding to a question, the Town Clerk 
confirmed that payments for the K2 Centre were being made in instalments. 

It was Resolved that: 
Council be Recommended to approve the Annual Investment Strategy 
2023 to 2024. 



50. Exempt Business 

There was none. 

The meeting closed at 6:52pm. 

 
____________________________ 

Chair 
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