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Minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee held on Monday 11 July 2022 at 
6.30 pm 

Present: 

Councillor Dr Walsh KStJ – Chair 
Councillor Blanchard-Cooper 
Councillor Butcher – substituting for Councillor Northeast 
Councillor Chace 
Councillor Long 
Councillor Tandy 
 

2022 to 2023 

11. Evacuation Procedures 

The evacuation procedures were noted. 

12. Filming of Council Meetings, Use of Social Media and Mobile Phones 

The procedures were noted. 

13. Apologies 

There were apologies from Councillor Northeast. 

14. Declarations of Interest 

Members and Officers were reminded to make any declarations of 
disclosable pecuniary or personal and or prejudicial interests that they might 
have in relation to items on the agenda. The standing declarations were 
noted. 
Councillor Chace declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 8.3 on 
the agenda as the owner of Mewsbrook Café and would leave the meeting at 
that point*. 

15. Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2022, previously circulated, 
were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
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16. Chair’s Report and Urgent Items 

None. 

17. Public Forum 

There was one member of the public present.  

17.1. Danny Surridge, resident and member of The Littlehampton Society 
commented that in the beach area he had often directed people to events 
such as Armed Forces Day. He asked if there were any plans for more 
visible signage.  

The Town Clerk noted that there were always some people who didn’t hear 
about events, despite them being advertised on social media, the website 
and in printed publications. The comments were noted and the Community 
Resources Committee would consider this issue when reviewing their 
events. 

17.2. The following question was submitted in advance by Janet Crosley and read 
out by the Town Clerk:  

‘Are there going to be any further consultations about the Seafront and 
Riverside Fund? Bearing in mind the inadequate artists impressions 
published in 2017, and the widespread objections to LDA’s designs and 
quality of the town centre’. 

The Town Clerk advised that this was Arun District Council’s responsibility 
and he would write to them and feed back any response. 

17.3. A further representation from Sarah Tyrrell was read by the Town Clerk: 

‘A large amount of money has been spent on the regeneration of the High 
Street and, when the work has been completed, I am sure there will be 
marked improvement to the look of the area. Is there anything the Council 
can do to persuade the owners of the main High Street properties to look up 
and observe the upper storeys above the shopfronts of their buildings? Most 
of them are very attractive but the paintwork is stained and dirty, there are 
trees and weeds growing out of the gutters and downpipes and their general 
condition spoils the look of the High Street. I know general maintenance is 
expensive but it is essential if the buildings are to be preserved.’ 

The Town Clerk explained that this was principally a District Council function, 
who had grants for shop front improvements. He would pass the comments 
on to Arun District Council. However, liaison with landlords was identified as 
an element of the Draft Town Centre Strategy and he believed that this was 
an issue that the Town Centre Action Group, if formed, would want to look 
at. 

17.4. Derrick Chester had also submitted a question in advance which was read 
out by the Town Clerk: 

‘Visiting Littlehampton Town Centre last week there was anti-social behaviour, 
drink and drugs in abundance plus smashed shop windows in Kamsons, 
William Hill and Sainsburys, as well as the defacing of newly installed street 



furniture. I was amazed to discover from the minutes of your previous meeting 
that the widely anticipated and essential upgrade and expansion of CCTV in 
the Town Centre has been pulled from the public realm project altogether? 
Who made the decision, when and under what authority?’ 

The Town Clerk responded that the CCTV and Public Realm were Arun 
District Council matters and he had contacted them seeking clarification. 
Once a response had been received it would be shared with the Committee 
and Mr Chester.  

17.5. The Town Clerk advised that many questions submitted were not within the 
remit of the Town Council, and therefore the public were not benefitting from 
the responsible authority hearing their questions directly. It was therefore 
thought important that questions were addressed to the correct Council. The 
public have the opportunity to ask questions at Arun District Council’s Full 
Council meetings and Committees which were held every 8 weeks and 
details could be found on their website. By asking their questions to the 
Town Council, their concerns were not being picked up by the responsible 
authority. If members of the public wished to highlight points to elected 
Members, they needed to make use of these opportunities. 

18. Officer Reports 

18.1. Consultation on Proposed vehicle restrictions on High Street and 
Clifton Road 

 The Committee discussed Arun District Council’s proposal to introduce 
vehicle restrictions on the High Street and Clifton Road between 10 am and 
10 pm. Currently, there were no restrictions in place and the aim was to keep 
the High Street free of vehicles during this time to improve safety and 
encourage pedestrian activity.  

18.1.1. Members were supportive of the proposal but had concerns about the 
undertaking of a verbal consultation rather than a clearly recorded survey. 
Enforcement would be the key to this being successful.  

Members were happy for these comments to be forwarded to the District 
Council. 

It was Resolved to: 
Forward the Committee’s comments to Arun District Council. 

18.2. Article 4 Directive 

18.2.1. The Committee received a report, previously circulated, which gave 
background to the use of Article 4 Directives and explored issues around the 
changing shape of local town centres caused by the growth in the conversion 
of retail units to residential accommodation and the impact on the long-term 
sustainability of town centres. This had been referred by the Planning and 
Transportation Committee. 

The Chair of The Planning and Transportation Committee highlighted the 
problems that Permitted Development Rights could have on local 
communities but did not believe that there was an immediate solution He 



hoped that the Town Centre Action Group would be able to undertake or 
commence a scoping exercise to look at the options available to address the 
issue and to understand its extent. Members were supportive of this being 
incorporated in the Town Centre Draft Strategy. 

It was Resolved that: 
The need for scoping work to assess the extent of the problem of 
permitted development rights, its location and options to address this 
be included in the Draft Town Centre Strategy. 

18.3. Public Conveniences 

*Councillor Chace left the meeting at 6:50 pm. 

Councillor Blanchard-Cooper declared an interest in the following agenda 
item as a member of Arun District Council. He confirmed that when 
considering any matters, he would do so without predetermination, taking 
into account the papers that were before him at that meeting. 

The Committee were asked to consider a recommendation from the 
Planning and Transportation Committee on 20 June 2022 that a 
representation be made to the District Council regarding the loss of public 
conveniences in the Town. 

The Chair of the Planning and Transportation Committee explained that this 
recommendation had arisen following consideration of the Mewsbrook Park 
Café planning application. Although the Committee had no objections to the 
planning application, Members were concerned regarding the loss of 
facilities to the public when the café was not open. This could set a 
precedent. Other toilets were situated some distance away. At a primary 
seafront location especially in summer this was not the image wanted for the 
Town.  

There was general support for a letter of representation to be sent to the 
District Council regarding the reduced public convenience hours at 
Mewsbrook Park, about which the Town Council had not been consulted.  

Members felt that improving public conveniences needed to be written into 
the Town Centre Strategy. It was felt that the condition of the conveniences 
in the town, particularly St Martins was poor and open to alternative use. It 
was suggested that this separate issue also be brought to the attention of 
the District Council.  

It was Resolved that: 
1. A representation be made to Arun District Council concerning 

the loss of amenity to the public at Mewsbrook Park. 
2. A representation be made to Arun District Council regarding 

improving the town’s public conveniences, particularly at 
St Martins Car Park. 

3. Improved public conveniences in the Town Centre be 
included in the Draft Town Centre Strategy. 

*Councillor Chace returned to the meeting at 7.00 pm. 



18.4. Town Centre Strategy 

18.4.1. Members received a report, previously circulated, and were asked for their 
observations on the draft Town Centre Strategy which had been written 
following consultation with Members and colleagues and assisted by a Town 
Centre Health Check undertaken by Arun District Council and the experience 
of those who worked in this area. The Town Clerk advised that the aim was to 
get this out to consultation next week and report back to the September 
meeting.  

18.4.2. It was noted that West Sussex County Council was not on the 3.1. Key 
Partners list and it should have been. A list of key consultees should be 
drawn up. Organisations identified as key or likely consultees i.e. larger local 
employers, the Clinical Commissioning Group, GP surgeries. The Town 
Clerk advised that these would be included in the consultation phase 
including landlords, who could be asked if they would like to be further 
involved. 

18.4.3. Under 5. Ambitions, it was suggested that the 4th bullet point should include 
showcasing what the town has, and capitalising on spend. It was agreed that 
it should read ‘connects town centre businesses to the waterfronts especially 
pedestrian access’. Also under Ambitions, there should be building longer 
usage of the town centre and evening café culture focusing on hospitality. 
The promotion of events within the town should also be incorporated. 

18.4.4. Regarding 6. Town Centre Health Check, digital signage could be 
considered to inform visitors of events and offerings. Arun District Council 
could make the locations that offer visitor information clearer. The railway 
station had no leaflets for visitors which would be valuable. 

18.4.5. Under 8. Strategic Objectives, but also crosses over with Ambitions, is using 
online shopping to channel customers to physical retail outlets.  

18.4.6. Regarding 9. The Town Centre Action Group membership, an outside 
representative was supported. For Littlehampton Town Council membership, 
the Committee agreed they would be happy with the Chair of the Policy and 
Finance Committee and one other Member. That Member would not have to 
be a Ward member but one with an interest. 

It was therefore Resolved that: 
The draft Strategy for formal consultation with a view to this being 
brought back to the Committee on the 19 September 2022 be 
approved, subject to the suggested revisions. 

18.5. Artswork Easter Eggs 

18.5.1. Members were asked to agree a way forward regarding the remaining four 
Artswork Easter eggs following the previous meeting. The Town Clerk 
reported that feedback received from many people was that the artworks 
should not be painted over. 

It was suggested that local churches might wish to keep the eggs, which could 
be brought out next Easter and the churches added to the next trail for those 
who did not see the eggs the previous year. It was suggested that 



Littlehampton Churches Together could be asked if they would like to have 
custody of them and Members were happy with this course of action. 

It was therefore Resolved to: 
Ask Littlehampton Churches Together if they would like guardianship 
of the remaining four giant decorated eggs. 

19. Exempt Business 

There was none. 

The meeting closed at 7.18 pm. 

 
____________________________ 

Chair 
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