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Mayor’s Message
Not so long ago the sun
was shining, with lots to
do and enjoy in our Town.
But although we might
now be wearing more
layers of clothes, there is
still an impressive range
of entertainments and
activities lined up, so do
be sure to take
a look at the list inside
this issue of Progress.
Community spirit is strong in Littlehampton, but
this time of year can be especially difficult for elderly
people and those with limited mobility. Please be
a good neighbour. If you know of someone who
might be lonely or unable to get out so easily in
the cold and dark, pop in on them when you can
to ensure that they are OK. And if they are elderly
and unfamiliar with the excellent work of the
Tamarisk Centre, Age UK’s brilliant local social and
activity club in Beach Road, please do pass on the
Centre’s contact details: 01903 730007; tamarisk@
ageukwestsussex.org.uk
If you are fortunate enough to be fit and able, why
not try out something new at the Southfields Jubilee
Centre? Or visit our superb Museum? There’s
no shortage of things to do and places to visit in
Littlehampton, so let’s not allow winter’s chills to
keep us from being active and enjoying life.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all
a very happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy
New Year.
With warm regards,
Cllr Marian Ayres, Town Mayor

Going to town
on Christmas
With Christmas coming and Small Business Saturday
scheduled for 5 December, the time is ripe for
supporting local traders and business by doing your
festive shopping with them. And the benefits aren’t
just one-sided; shopping locally is good for everyone.
For instance:
• Christmas shopping can account for between a third
and nearly two-thirds of a retailer’s annual turnover,
so spending your money locally is also an investment
in the community, as more money stays in the local
economy.
• Research points towards property prices being
boosted in areas where there is a strong ‘shop local’
ethos.
• Buying locally-produced food and drink drastically
reduces food miles and so helps keep the area’s
carbon footprint green and clean.
In Littlehampton we are blessed with an extensive
selection of independent local shops and service
providers. From bling to baby clothes, and everything
in between, whether you’re shopping for a book-lover,
a keen crafter, a real ale aficionado, a movie or music

buff or a beauty treatment devotee, the High Street
and other local retailers cater for all tastes, budgets
and ages.
And don’t forget to pop into Wick Village, too! Here
you’ll find not only the compliments of the season, but
also a superb parade of shops, including a bakery, a
florist, a car accessories shop, party supplies and gifts
galore.
As for additional benefits of shopping local, in
Littlehampton there’s also terrific fun and entertainment
to be had. As well as our annual Christmas Light
Switch-on, the schedule this year also includes
Wickmas, the Carnival Association’s fun day and
our Musical Comedy Society’s panto (see page 3 for
details). Parking will be FREE in the Manor House car
park every Saturday in December! Don’t forget you
can also get 2 hours free parking in the Town Centre
with a purple parking disc. Pick one up from the Manor
House reception or one of the participating shops.
A town that offers much more than simply somewhere to
source all your seasonal eats and treats, Littlehampton
is a winter wonderland for both shopping and showstopping fun!

Town to host unique British Museum exhibition
Littlehampton has been selected as just one
of two English locations to host a special
Spotlight Display.
By way of thanks to our Museum for the
loan of local finder Tyndall Jones’ fantastic
Anglo-Saxon bowl mount to the British
Museum’s spectacular Celts: Art & Identity
exhibition, the Town has the honour of
showcasing exceptional examples of Celtic
high art.
Both the Holcombe Mirror from the British
Museum’s collection and the Balmaclellan Mirror from
their project partners National Museums Scotland will
be displayed in Littlehampton Museum’s archaeology
gallery, giving local people and visitors a unique

opportunity to get right up close to the ancient
treasures. To be selected as just one of two
English museum venues to showcase the
artefacts reflects the status of the town
and its fantastic community museum.
Both items are certain to be of great
interest, and visitors to the Museum will
be able to view this extraordinary display
from Wednesday 6 January to Wednesday
9th March. Admission is free to both the
Museum and the Spotlight Exhibition.
For more details visit

www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council.
www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc

email: ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk telephone: 01903 732063
visit: www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

Spotlight on Project 82
Something to do, somewhere to go, someone to talk to...
Youth clubs have a valuable role in communities and can make a big difference in the lives of many
young people. Benefitting youngsters by broadening their social circle, and therefore often the
quality of their peer relationships, youth clubs also provide activities and entertainment, as well as
the opportunity for informal, respectful relationships, with both other young people and adults alike.

A WARM WELCOME
Offering a comprehensive guide to the Town, Progress
is pleased to report that LTC has received funding
to produce Welcome Packs for new residents to the
Kingley Gate development at Courtwick.
Including leaflets and information on local services,
organisations, attractions and events, the free packs
will be available at the development’s sales offices
and at LTC’s office reception at the Manor House.

and guidance, helping to ease
the transition from childhood
to adulthood by facilitating
space for reflection and offering
information and ‘just enough
organisation’.
The service operates four nights
a week, giving young people a
low-cost place to go outside of
school where they can enjoy a
sense of belonging. Each youth club
session is staffed by three or more of
the youth work team, whose passion for providing a
safe, friendly and positive environment for members is
a fundamental part of the service.
The Project 82 Youth Service operates across
Littlehampton in three different locations: The
Flintstone Centre, Southfields Jubilee Centre and
The Keystone Centre. With a seven-strong team of
experienced, knowledgeable and compassionate
youth workers, all of whom understand the issues that
affect young people today, the aim is to build positive
relationships and to give members support

Allowing young people to learn new skills and build
confidence and resilience for the future, as well as
have fun, attending Project 82 is their choice and the
young people are involved in both the running of the
club and choosing the activities.
A place to develop new skills or to play a variety of
sports, watch DVDs or just to sit and chat, each centre
has its own kitchen, making cooking a very popular

Useful Information for new residents

activity. Other favourite activities include arts and crafts
and music workshops.
Project 82 also offers a unique young leaders scheme.
Available to all young people aged thirteen and over,
the scheme enables young people to give something
back to their community and assist the youth work
team in delivering the youth club sessions. Fun,
fulfilling and teaching important life skills, full training
and support is provided.

For more information visit our facebook page
www.facebook.com/p82youth,
call on 01903 739250 or email
project82@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

And the winners are…
A night to remember, Littlehampton’s Sports Awards 2015 celebrated the Town’s
incredible sporting talent.
Nominees included not one, but TWO international champions, Daphne Belt
(Over 70s Triathlon World Champion) and Jordan Okonta (World Special Olympic
Games High Jump Gold Medallist).
The event, an Initiative managed by the Littlehampton Sports Forum and the
Town Council, was set up to recognise the achievements and contributions
made by local sporting heroes and community champions.
Held on 5th October at the New Millennium Chamber, the guest speaker was
former England rugby player Gareth Chilcott. Giving an inspirational talk and
fielding questions about England’s efforts in the 2015 World Cup, winners were
then presented with their awards.
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COACH OF THE YEAR – Sponsored by C&M Trophies:
Steve Bailey of Littlehampton Boxing Club
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR – Sponsored by Going Spare:
Mick Warren of Littlehampton Swimming Club
CONTRIBUTION TO DISABLED SPORT – sponsored by FA Holland:
Littlehampton Swimming Club
CONTRIBUTION TO YOUTH SPORT – Sponsored by Dizzy: Support for
Diabetes: Christ Staight – Littlehampton Cricket Club
YOUNG SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR – Sponsored by Littlehampton
Traders Partnership: Caleb Grace – Littlehampton Swimming Club
SPORTS TEAM OF THE YEAR – Sponsored by Mewsbrook Park Café:
Littlehampton Football Team
YOUTH SPORTS TEAM OF THE YEAR – Sponsored by Bah Humbug Sweets:
Littlehampton Youth Football Team
UNSUNG HERO AWARD – Sponsored by Mewsbrook Park Café:
Ali Lewis – Littlehampton Squash Club
ners

Gareth Chilcott and the win

SPORTS PERSON OF THE YEAR – Sponsored by Coco Lounge:
Jordan Okonta – Athlete

Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council.
www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc

email: ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk telephone: 01903 732063
visit: www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
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& Exhibitions

From festive fare to nimble needles, there’s fun, creativity and entertainment
for one and all to be had in the coming months.

November

Christmas Lights Switch On &
Late Night Shopping

Friday 27 November 5pm - 8pm, High Street
The launch of Littlehampton’s Christmas festivities
with choirs, exciting fire performances, festive
food, children’s ride, face painting and late night
shopping.

December
Pop Up Thursdays

3rd, 10th & 17th December
Festive stalls and entertainment in the High
Street. www.arun.gov.uk

January

Littlehampton Musical
Comedy Society Panto
Cinderella

Thursday 14th - Sunday 17th January
Visit www.lmcs.productions or call 01903 730775

Museum - Winter Woolies

Saturday 16th January 2016 2-3:30pm
Saturday 30th January 2016 11am-12:30pm
Littlehampton-based group Arcade Knitters offer
free taster sessions in knitting and crochet for
local adults interested in learning a new skill or
honing an existing ability. Visitors will also be able
to find out more about the group and how to join.

Small Business Saturday

Saturday 5th December
Both Wick Village and Littlehampton Traders
will be taking part in this national day to promote
local businesses.
There will be stalls and activities in the High
Street and in Wick the traders will be switching
on their Christmas lights.
There will be free parking all day in the Manor
House and St Martin’s Car Parks.
www.arun.gov.uk
www.wickvillage.com

Wickmas

Saturday 5th December 1pm - 5pm
at Wick Hall
Chinese themed festive fun. Noodle bar, face
painting, stilt walking, free children’s activities,
Father Christmas, a silent auction and stalls.

Christmas Capers

Saturday 12th December 2pm – 4pm at
Littlehampton Museum
Joint the Museum team to make wonderful
Christmas crafts.

Carnival Christmas Fun Day

Saturday 12th December
Littlehampton High Street
Annual family fun with a Santa’s Grotto, stalls
and lots of entertainment.

PROJECT 82

Offering friendship, fun,
activities, advice and support,
P82 has plenty for young people
in Littlehampton. Check out the
different session times below and come and
see us soon!

Enjoy your first session FREE!
Tuesdays @ Southfields Jubilee Centre
Year 7 – 11, 7-9pm
Wednesdays @ Flintstone Centre
Year 7 – 9, 6-7.30pm
Year 10+, 8-9.30pm
Thursdays @ The Keystone Centre
Year 7 – 9, 6.30pm
Fridays @ The Keystone Centre
Year 4 – 6, 4-5.30pm
All sessions 50p. New sessions at the
Flintstone Centre and the Keystone Centre
free for the first two weeks.
Email: project82@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
Twitter: @Project_82
Tel: 01903 739250

Take a stand
A wonderful opportunity for local community groups and organisations to raise funds and also awareness
of their work, The Littlehampton Market Community Stall is located right in the heart of the Town. Always
popular, the stall is available every Friday throughout the year, but EARLY BOOKING IS RECOMMENDED!
Contact the Town Council for further details and to reserve a date.

Littlehampton Museum
A haven of history right on our doorstep; bustling and family-friendly, the Town’s museum always has
something to discover and do. As well as fascinating exhibitions and events, the shop also sells some
superb local books and a small range of carefully chosen gifts and jewellery.
Complemented by a website packed with interesting photographs and activities for children, check it out
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk
And don’t forget that admission to the Museum and shop is free of charge!

Discover what’s on at Southfields Jubilee Centre
From dance and sports to clothes sales and social clubs, for full details of what’s on when visit www.
littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

What’s On at The Windmill?
An iconic building in our town, The Windmill offers a busy film schedule as well as panto and other live
performances. If you haven’t visited recently why not take a look at forthcoming films and events? Find out
more at www.inspireleisure.co.uk/the-windmill

Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council.
www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc

email: ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk telephone: 01903 732063
visit: www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

Offering a range of sponsorship and promotions
opportunities, LTC can help you reach customers and
clients in the local community and beyond.
Boasting packages designed to give your business
maximum exposure by raising your profile and extending
your customer reach, options include sponsorship
of our attractive planters (situated at strategic points
around the town), and the chance to ‘own’ one of our
popular events, many of which attract thousands of local
residents and visitors. Standard event packages start at
as little as £75 and can be tailored to suit your business.
For more information e-mail ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

Titan Storage sponsors ‘Onesie’ competition at
the Town Show & Family Fun Day

An historic
New Year
Pick up a museum guide in January

Meet the Councillor
Cllr Dan Purchese is a Councillor for Beach Ward.
I was inspired to become a
Councillor because... It’s about
wanting to see the town you live
in and love thrive and propser.
Littlehampton is my home and it’s
a great place to live, work and raise
a family. But I think Littllehampton
could be even better. I want to
see our town get the support and
investment it urgently needs. I’ve
lived locally most of my life and
went to school at LCS. I’ve seen
many changes in our town but I
genuinely think its best days are
still to come and I want to help
deliver a fairer deal for local people.
What I love most about
Littlehampton is... Where else
can you go for a stroll along a
beautiful stretch of coastline
and have a historic theatre and
cinema, a vast beach green and
promenade and a swimming
centre and park - all within a
stone’s throw? It’s that unique
combination that I just love. I also
love the way the town always
comes together, whether it’s
for our bonfire celebrations or
Armed Forces Day. There’s a real
community spirit that you just
can’t beat.
The local issue I am currently
most passionate about is... There
are many issues facing our town
right now but for me personally, I’m
most passionate about finding ways
to promote Littlehampton whilst
protecting our unique heritage. It’s

great that we have won the fight to
get a new swimming centre built
on the existing seafront site, but
we must also ensure Littlehampton
continues to get the support it
needs to .
Something few people know
about me is... When I was a
very young child I suffered from
a relatively-rare condition called
Perthes disease, which affects
about 1 in 1200 children. It
massively affected the growth of
my hip joints. Even to this day I still
have vivid memories of being in
hospital and being in traction!

My all-time favourite films are...
My friends know that I have an
eclectic taste in films. I would say
my (current) top three are: James
Bond / Skyfall, Airplane! and Carryon Doctor.
The Public figures I admire
most is... Charles Kennedy, who
passed away recently. He was
the first politician I worked with
who told it like it was and was
able to communicate in a way that

The word is out! With the beautifully restored Grade
II listed building also incorporating modern facilities
such as disabled access, parking, a small garden

and a Town-centre location, weddings in the Town
Council’s New Millennium Chamber are increasingly
popular. An ideal venue for nuptials, vow renewals
and also naming ceremonies, for more details visit ,
for more details visit www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk or
call 01903 732063.

From smuggling to schools, the 2016
Littlehampton Museum programme
promises to have broad appeal.
With the new schedule published and available
from the Museum and other local outlets from
January 2016, highlights include the popular
annual Schools Art Exhibition, a thrilling largescale exhibition on Smuggling off the South
Coast and a major Heritage Lottery Fund
supported touring exhibition entitled Stage,
Screen & Trench. The event programme will
also feature free kids activities during every
school holiday, as well as a range of art classes
and cine film nights aimed at our adult visitors.

My Philosophy for Life is... It’s a
cliche but I love the words from the
1989 Kathy Mattea song ‘Come
from the Heart’: “You got to sing
sometimes like you don’t need
the money / Love sometimes like
you’ll never get hurt / You got to
dance, dance, dance like nobody’s
watchin’ / It’s gotta come from the
heart if you want it to work”

It makes me really cross when...
When politicians, at any level, don’t
listen to what people say. Too
often decisions are made for the
wrong reasons and don’t always
take account of the needs of local
communities. If you’re going to be
elected to office, you need to listen
and then act, not the other way
around!

DO tell the bride!

The beautiful

resonated with real people. He was
passionate about life, stuck to his
beliefs (particularly voting against
the Iraq war) and genuinely sought
to make a difference.

Millennium C
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TOWNTRIVIA
Turn back time:
• There was almost a white Christmas in 1908,
when on 30 December Littlehampton was brought
to a standstill by heavy snowfall, cutting the town
off from the rest of Sussex. The average recorded
temperature for the town during that winter was a
chilly 4.5°C
• In January 1963, there was another heavy
snowfall, which caused the River Arun and the
sea to freeze in several places. The winter was
the coldest since 1740 and, tragically, nearly fifty
people lost their lives due to the extreme weather.
• Littlehampton’s first Bonfire Society was formed
in 1886, but was disbanded in 1906. In their final
parade, the procession included tableaux focusing
on the recent peace between Russia and Japan,
and a Native American Indian encampment. The
present society was founded in 1952. Aiming
to provide spectacular entertainment as well as
raising money for local causes, Native Americans
continue to be a popular float theme today!
• As part of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee a
public fund was started. By 1904 enough money
had been raised to convert 18 Surrey Street, the
town’s first Post Office, into the town’s first Cottage
Hospital. The building required considerable repair
and alteration to become the new hospital, and
when it opened it had a staff of six medical staff
and a dentist.
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Feel involved. Be involved. Contact YOUR Town Council.
www.facebook.com/littlehamptontc

I’m most passionate
about finding ways to
promote Littlehampton

email: ltc@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk telephone: 01903 732063
visit: www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
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SHOUTING OUT
YOUR NAME

February - Pancake Olympics

2015
Year in Pictures Special!

April - Out & About

May - VE Day 70th Anniversary
Beacon Lighting

June - Armed Forces Day

July - Wick Week

August - Fossil Hunting
with Littlehampton Museum

August - Meet the Artist - Arcade Knitters
at Littlehampton Museum

August - Sandcastle Competition

August - Screen on the Green, Mama Mia!

September - Ask the
Experts, family history
event at Littlehampton
Museum

September - Town Show & Family Fun Day

October - Fantastic Fireworks half term workshop

