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War Memorial Restored • Littlehampton exhibit on show at the British Museum

What a busy Summer it has 
been in our Town! With the 
new riverside walk now 
complete we have really 
been able to enjoy this 
fantastic, modern space. 
LTC has received lots of 
compliments from visitors 
and residents alike, so now 
we have another reason to 
be proud of Littlehampton.

Talking of pride, our 
Armed Forces Day was a 
wonderful start to my life as 
Mayor. Brilliant weather and 

a perfect mix of solemnity and celebration, this was 
Littlehampton at its best.

It was an honour to be able to meet so many 
people who work so hard for local charities. 
The Carnival is a case in point and it was a real 
pleasure to be involved.

Sea Sunday saw smartly turned out naval cadets 
and veterans parade to the new open space at the 
pier head. Very windy, but with the sun doing its best 
to peep through, we remembered those who gave 
their lives at sea. 

Talent in Littlehampton was much in evidence. 
Dance Industry celebrated their 30th anniversary, 
which was such fun and I wish them well for 
the next 30 years. I also had a lovely afternoon 
with the Tamarisk Singers at the Sussex by the 
Sea Afternoon.

I especially enjoyed visiting four schools in our 
area during the Garden Competition. With some 
amazing ideas, our young people are leading the way 
in recycling.

I also had the pleasure of a trip to our twin town 
of Durmersheim in Germany. The temperature soared 
into the high 30s but fortunately there was space 
in the schedule of civic duties to cool down at the 
beer festival!

My charity this year is Equine Partners. 
This wonderful organisation does excellent work - 
see for yourself at www.equine-partners.co.uk

I look forward to serving you and meeting as many 
of you as possible in the coming months.

With warm regards,

Cllr Marian Ayres 
Town Mayor

Mayor’s Message

A fabulous array of events and entertainments is lined 
up for Autumn, kicking off with the annual Town Show 
& Family Fun Day.
Always a high point of Littlehampton’s calendar, 2015 marks the 13th 
annual community celebration, which this year boasts even more for 
visitors to enjoy. Including the awe-inspiring Silks Aerialists from Circus 
Malabaristas, there will also be performances by local groups, over 50 
community groups, food from local caterers, stalls, games, an impressive 
horticultural and craft show, a children’s scarecrow-making competition, 
a pet show and lots more.

Organised by the Town Council, the Town Show & Family Fun 
Day takes place on Saturday 12th September at Rosemead Park. 
A list of categories and entry form for the Show’s Horticultural and Craft 
competition is available from www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk. Programmes 
available on the LTC website or at www.visitlittlehampton.co.uk.

What a 
Show! 

GOLD WINNERS

See full details of events for this Autumn inside!  >
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Up to £2,000 in grants is being 
made available to sportspeople in 
Littlehampton, thanks to LTC.

In collaboration with Littlehampton Sports 
Forum the Council honours an ongoing 
commitment to give financial support to 
local sportspeople, helping them to achieve 
sporting excellence.

Open to Littlehampton residents who 
require additional financial support towards 
training, competition fees, transport, 
accommodation and equipment, and aimed 
at those already playing at county level, 
the Awards assist talented sportspeople 

to develop their potential and to progress 
further in their chosen sport. 

There are no age restrictions and awards 
of up to £2,000 will be available to each 
recipient. However, applications should be 
made for as little as needed, allowing more 
people, overall, to benefit.

Cllr Malcolm Belchamber MBE, Chair 
of the Littlehampton Sports Forum  said: 
“Assisting local sporting talent is a 
significant aspect of the Council’s work in 
the community and these grants often mean 
that sportspeople can continue to excel 
in their chosen sport and fly the flag for 
Littlehampton.”

Those who have been helped by the 
Awards in the past include runner James 
Bellward, who has recently featured 
in Men’s Running Magazine, and also 
Javelin and Paralympic hopefuls Lewis 
Edwards and Jordan Okonta.

Applications can be made 
online from the 1 October 2015 at 
www.l i t t lehampton-tc.gov.uk or 
obtained from the Littlehampton Town 
Council offices, Manor House, Church 
Street. Closing date for applications is 
Friday 13 November 2015.

Nominate a 
sporting star!

LTC’s Financial Awards for Sporting Excellence
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As well as looking forwards, LTC is also looking 
back and to raising a glass to everyone who 
came along to our Summer events and helped 
to make them so successful. 

Despite typically British summer weather more than 
200 children braved the wind and rain to enter our annual 
Sandcastle Competition, creating some superb sculptures 
and castles. Prizes were donated by the Littlehampton 
Harvester, Harbour Park, Hook a Fish and RIBA (Royal 
Institute of British Architects.) 

We are delighted to report also that our wonderful 
Armed Forces Day, which attracted thousands of visitors, 
raised record funds. Over £6,000 was raised by local 
uniformed groups for charity, with £2,000 going to the 
Royal British Legion.
Over 1000 people turned out to sing-a-long-a-ABBA for our 
Screen on the Green film, Mamma Mia! The weather was 
kind and everyone sang, danced and enjoyed themselves. 

Tyndall Jones organised a bucket collection and generous 
movie-goers contributed £400 for the Mayor’s Charity, 
Equine Partners.

Wick Week was another highlight. A fantastic community 
festival, Project 82, Arun Community Church, Wick 
Information Centre, New Highfields Residents Group and 
the Wickbourne Children and Family Centre collectively 
delivered a range of events and activities for all, including 
a hugely successful Soccer School, the annual ‘Wick’s Got 
Talent’ show,  Bingo, a summer market and much more.

Littlehampton Museum also had a great Summer with 
busy fossil hunts on West Beach, packed dinosaur themed 
events and knitting classes at the Museum. 

The nights may be drawing in, but the memory of a 
stunning Summer continues to provide a warm glow.

The renovations to the riverside 
have been given a big thumbs up 
by residents and visitors alike. 
Combined with the revival of the Town’s 
ferry service (now funded by LTC in a 3-year 
agreement between the Town Council and 
the Littlehampton Ferry Company), the new-
look riverside has drawn many compliments.

“We visit Littlehampton from mid-Sussex 
regularly and we are delighted with the 
enhancements,” Sue Carleton from Haywards 
Heath told Progress, adding: “It makes it look 
so much prettier and tidier and it is much 
easier and safer to walk along with a buggy 
now. Well done, Littlehampton!”

The ferry, which links the bustling East bank 
of the River Arun with the more relaxed West 
beach, a site of scientific interest with its 
beautiful sand dunes and the ruins of the 
town’s Napoleonic Fort, is also available for 
private hire. From Pirate Parties for children 
to romantic sunset cruises, passengers are 
invited to bring their own food and drink, sit 
back and enjoy the picturesque views of the 
Sussex countryside and the South Downs. 

Visit www.littlehamptonferry.co.uk for full 
details or call 07971 843636.

With Remembrance events 
soon to take place, this year, 
having undergone extensive 
restoration works, the Town’s 
War Memorial will once again 
remind us of those townsfolk 
who gave their lives.

Originally unveiled on the 28th 
September 1921, The Great War 
Memorial was erected with the aid 
of subscriptions raised by a special 
War Memorial Committee. Now the 
responsibility of the Town Council, Chair 
of the Council’s Property & Personnel 
Committee, Councillor Tony Squires, told 
Progress: 

“The Memorial had not benefitted 
from a deep clean for many years and its 
appearance was beginning to diminish.  
The Town Council felt that it was only 

right that the Memorial have a thorough 
overhaul so that it could look its best in 
honour of both the Centenary anniversary 
of the Great War and the 75th Anniversary 
of VE Day.”

And there’s a new name on the spruced 
up monument. Contacted last year by a 
lady whose uncle had lost his life in 1941, 
LTC has added the name of F/Sgt Alfred 
Tizzard, whose body was washed ashore 
on the 9th September 1941 in Galway 
after his plane went down. Not wanting 
to believe that he was dead, his parents, 
Cecil and Emily Tizzard of Littlehampton, 
asked that his name not be included on 
the original Memorial. However, Alfred 
Tizzard’s niece felt it was now time to 
honour him in his home town and got in 
touch with LTC. Councillors were only too 
pleased to fulfil her request and to add 
Alfred’s name.

Respectfully restored

Crowds enjoying the outdoor cinema experience

Before and after restoration

Grant Aid recipients ‘Dreams of Social Happiness’

See the next issue of Progress for a photo 
spread of all the Town’s highlights in 2015!

Looking back: 
A stunner of a Summer!

The Littlehampton Ferry 
docked on the West Bank

Aimed at supporting charities 
and not-for-profit clubs, groups 
and organisations in the Town, 
LTC Grant Aid currently helps 43 
organisations, having awarded 
£14,969 between them.

Recipients included Dreams of Social 
Happiness, a group that runs the New Age 
Kurling Club. Originally formed by ex-patients 
who had experienced heart problems, 
the group found that once their medical 
rehabilitation was completed they still 
wanted to socialise. One member introduced 

the accessible sport of New Age Kurling and 
many social and peer support activities have 
grown from there. Boosting the group’s funds 
by £500.00, LTC’s Grant Aid will enable the 
group to maintain their Kurling equipment, 
as well as continuing the production of the 
DOSH newsletter which keeps the group’s 
members connected.

Other beneficiaries of Grant Aid include 
local scouts and cadet groups, sports clubs, 
residents groups and community organisation 
that support both the old and the young.  

A full list of successful applicants can be 
found at www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

Grant Aid helps 43 local groups and charities

Down by 
the Riverside
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Autumn Events
Looking is not Seeing
Wednesday 9th – Thursday 24th September 
at Littlehampton Museum
A stunning display of images by Norman 
Atkinson LRPS and the late Ken Rippengale 
LRPS.

Pass it On. Parkland to 
Performance
Saturday 12th September – Friday 16th 
October at Littlehampton Museum
A Heritage Lottery Funded project touring 
exhibition telling the story of the world-famous 
Chichester Festival Theatre.

Ask the Experts: 
Family History 
Saturday 19th September at Littlehampton 
Museum
Experts from the Sussex Family History Group 
will help you with all your genealogy questions. 
No booking required; just drop in from 10.30am 
-4pm.

Last Night of the Proms 
Saturday 19th September 
at The Windmill Theatre
Featuring The Littlehampton Concert Band. 
Call 01903 722224 to book tickets.

Meet the Artist: 
Chichetser Festival Theatre 
Saturday 26th September 11am – 12.30pm 
at Littlehampton Museum
Drama workshop for young people aged 10 –19 
years. Booking essential call 01903 738100.

It all Started in Arundel
Saturday 26th September – 16th October at 
Littlehampton Museum
A display of work from the Littlehampton & 
District Camera Club Competition winners.

Littlehampton OPEN Exhibition 
‘Fire and Ice’
Saturday 24th October – Thursday 24th 
December at Littlehampton Museum
The 4th annual open exhibition of local artists’ 
work.

Fantastic Fireworks!
Tuesday 27th, Wednesday 28th, Thursday 
29th and Friday 30th at Littlehampton 
Museum
Join the Museum team this Autumn half term to 
create magical fireworks using just crafty bits and 
bobs and your imagination! Booking essential: 
01903 738100

Littlehampton Bonfire Society 
Celebrations
Saturday 31st October Littlehampton 
Seafront
Our very own torch lit procession, mammoth 
bonfire and fireworks display.

Wickmas
Saturday 5th December 
at Wick Hall
Annual Christmas fun for families including 
competitions and lots of entertainment.

Small Business Saturday
Saturday 5th December 
Littlehampton High Street
Support Littlehampton and shop local at this 
annual showcase for local businesses. This 
year there will be a festive theme with stalls and 
entertainment throughout the high street.

Christmas Capers
Saturday 12th December 
at Littlehampton Museum
Join the team at Littlehampton Museum for some 
drop in Christmas Crafts.

Carnival Christmas Fun Day
Saturday 12th December 
Littlehampton High Street
Annual family fun with a Santa’s Grotto, stalls 
and lots of entertainment.

Remembrance Sunday 
Service and Parade
Sunday 8th November
Lest we forget… High Street and War Memorial. 
Parade starts at 10.30am from the High Street to 
reach the War Memorial just before 11.00am.

Christmas Lights Switch On & 
Late Night Shopping
Friday 27 November
Hit the High Street and join in the seasonal 
celebrations and entertainment. A chance to start 
that festive gift shopping, too!

PROJECT 82
Offering friendship, fun, 
activities, advice and support, 
P82 has plenty for young people 
in Littlehampton. Check out the 
different session times below and come and 
see us soon! 

Enjoy your first session FREE! 
Tuesday’s @ Southfields Jubilee Centre
Year 7 – 11, 7-9pm

Wednesday’s @ Flintstone Centre
Year 7 – 9 (Inters), 6-7.30pm

Year 10+, 8 -9.30pm

Thursday’s @ The Keystone Centre
Year 7 – 9 (Inters), 5-6.30pm

Friday’s @ The Keystone Centre
Year 4 – 6, 4-5.30pm

All sessions 50p.

Email: project82@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk 
Twitter: @Project_82 
82 Wick Street, Wick, Littlehampton, BN17 7JS 
Tel: 01903 739250

September

October

December

November
& Exhibitions

Discover our 
Marvellous Museum
A family-friendly museum located at the Town 
Council, Littlehampton Museum also stocks a 
selection of fascinating local books, as well as a 
small but superb collection of gifts and jewellery. 
And as well as being absolutely free to visit, the 
Museum’s website features online exhibitions 
and plenty of fun and games. Check it out at 
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

What’s on at Southfields 
Jubilee Centre?
From keep fit to sports and clothes sales to social 
clubs, for full details of what’s on and when at 
Southfields visit  www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

What’s On at The Windmill?
An iconic building in our town, The Windmill offeres 
a busy film schedule as well as panto and other live 
performance. If you haven’t visited recently why 
not take a look at forthcoming films and events? Find 
out more at www.inspireleisure.co.uk/the-windmill
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T o w n T r i v i a

Cllr Billy Blanchard-Cooper is a Councillor for Beach Ward.

What I love most about 
Littlehampton is… When I was 
growing up in London my fondest 
memories were of coming to 
Littlehampton to stay with my 
Nan. I always thought how lucky 
people were to live here and I 
still do. I couldn’t believe what a 
beautiful area it was with the two 
beaches, the river, the Oyster Pond 
and of course my favourite place, 
Mewsbrook Park. I used to love 
going on the water in the little boats. 
Littlehampton to me was special 
and I was over the moon when my 
parents decided to move here. 
I was inspired to become a 
Councillor because… I think this 
unique town has so much to offer. 
Littlehampton is a part of me; it’s 
home. 

The local issue I am currently 
most passionate about is… I’m 
passionate about Littlehampton as 
a whole, but of all the issues we 
have in the town at the moment my 
main concern is the future of our 
Swimming Centre and the Theatre/
Cinema. 
Something few people know 
about me is… I have an alter-ego! 
My drag persona is ‘Miss Daniella 
Dream,’ a character that has evolved 
as a Karaoke hostess, charity fund-
raiser and performer. 
It makes me really cross when… 
People are quick to complain or 
criticise without making constructive 
comments or being willing to get 
involved to help change things. 
My Philosophy for Life is… As 
Kenneth Williams once said: “If life’s 
a joke, let’s make it a good one!”

Littlehampton Shopmobility is 
offering a scooter registration 
service to all owners of mobility 
scooters in the Town.  

In a bid to help fight crime (scooters 
are often stolen from outside shops), 
and working in partnership with police 
and local authorities, the shop in St 

Martin’s Lane will register a scooter 
and label it, making it clear to would-
be thieves that the vehicle has been 
registered and can therefore be easily 
identified. 

Charging just a nominal fee of £1.00, 
for more details pop into the shop or 
visit www.shopmob1.plus.com

LTC is delighted to report that a nationally 
significant archaeological ‘find’ from Littlehampton 
is to be exhibited at one of the world’s most famous 
museums.

A keen metal detectorist and passionate about 
our Town and its heritage, Littlehampton’s Tyndall 
Jones unearthed something that he suspected might 
be important in 2014. Tyndall’s hunch was spot-on. 
Formally identified via the Portable Antiquities Scheme 
at the British Museum as being ‘of National importance,’ 
the artefact turned out to be an extremely rare 7th 
century AD Anglo-Saxon bowl mount.

The mount would have been attached to a ‘hanging 
bowl’ and used to support it on a tripod in a Great Hall. It 
is thought these bowls were filled with water for guests 
to wash their hands or wine to refill their cups during a 
feast. A complete example of one of these bowls can be 
found on the British Museum website.

Tyndall and the local landowners upon whose land 
the bowl mount was found have generously donated 
the item to Littlehampton Museum, where the team 
is working in partnership with the prestigious British 
Museum, in an agreement to lend the bowl mount as 
part of their ‘Celts, Art and Identity’ exhibition that will 
run from September 15th to January 16th. 

In return Littlehampton Museum is one of just two 
venues in the country chosen to host a ‘Spotlight 
Tour’ in January 2016, which will feature two Iron Age 
mirrors from the British Museum’s collection. Tyndall’s 
exceptional discovery has established a significant link 
between Littlehampton and the British Museum, which 
attracts more than 6 million visitors each year. Tyndall’s 
treasure will eventually return to Littlehampton Museum 
where it will form part of a permanent display.

“These are exciting times for Littlehampton Museum”, 
said Cllr Dr James Walsh, KStJ, Chair of the Community 

Resources Committee, adding: “The local community 
can take great pride in our local archaeological heritage 
taking centre stage in this internationally important 
exhibition.”

Founded in 1753 The British Museum was the world’s 
first ever public museum. For more information about 
the exciting exhibition that Tyndall’s find will be featured 
in visit this link to the British Museum: http://www.
britishmuseum.org/whats_on/exhibitions/celts.aspx

The result of the poll to select a centenary stone 
at Kingley Gate has been confirmed. The third 
of three proposed designs garnered the most 
public support, with 50% of the votes cast. 

The stone, which was suggested to developer 
Barratt Homes by Cllr. Mike Northeast, will be 
erected at Courtwick on the new development 
and will stand as a marker to those in the Town 
who gave their lives in the Great War and provide a 
place for quiet contemplation. 

Cllr. Northeast said: “It’s been a very interesting 
ballot, with preferences often splitting households. 
But there is an obvious winner and design number 
3 polled 50% of the vote, with numbers 1 and 2 
almost evenly split. So Barratt Homes will now 
progress the design, which hopefully can be 
erected prior to the estate being finished and be a 
permanent reminder as to why some of the estates 
roads bear the names of fallen local servicemen 
from the First World War.”

Have your say!
LTC has a number of committees on which different 

Councillors sit, each doing their very best to ensure 

that in all matters relating to the Town, things run 

as fairly and efficiently as possible. But do you 

know who to contact? Details of the different areas 

of responsibility can be found on the LTC website, 

but why not come along to one of the meetings 

to learn more and have you say? Your voice really 

does count. Details of all Council meetings can be 

found at: www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk/meetings 

Turn back time: Littlehampton 200 years ago

• Littlehampton first started to develop as a resort 
town in the 1700s, with the town being a popular 
place for the gentry to come and bathe. In 1778, the 
town had four bathing machines. Ten years later the 
town had a further nine machines leased to it by the 
11th Duke of Norfolk.

• As the town developed, hot and cold marine baths 
were built onto the shore close to the Beach Hotel in 
1802. A popular attraction in the town, by 1806 the 
baths were run by a lady named Mother Zebedee. 
However, by the 1840s they had been fallen out of 
fashion and had been demolished.

• Inns and Hotels were an important part of the resort 
and among the first to be built was the Beach Coffee 
House, which dates back to 1778. Its owner, Peter 
Le Coq, owned properties on the Strand, London 
and was a renowned smuggler. The landlord, William 
Jennings, was a great multitasker. As well as offering 
lodgings he also managed two bathing machines, 
took pleasure groups to the sea and was a fisherman 
and rope maker!

• In 1808 a performance of Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan’s famous comedy of manners The School 
for Scandal was performed at the New Theatre, which 
may have been a converted barn in the High Street. 
The play was performed at the request of the officers 
of the Royal North Gloucester Regiment who were 
stationed in the Battery during the Napoleonic Wars.
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Tyndall’s Treasure 
to be exhibited by 
British Museum

Set in stone at 
Kingley Gate

Meet the new Councillor

Littlehampton is a part 
of me; it’s home

Register your mobility scooter

Tyndall Jones and local Finds 
officer Stephanie Smith


